
                          
 

 

 

Hello and welcome to our first newsletter of 2016!  We wish all a happy & prosperous New Year. 

 

Here are some points of interest: 

 

Christmas Fair:  Another magical day was held in Scoil Bhríde on Sunday 6th December 2015.  From the 

“best Santa ever!” (direct childrens’ quote), to the 6th class flash mob dance it was a great success.  Our 

thanks as always to the wonderful team of parents, under the expert guidance of “Mrs. Winter Fair” (another 

children’s quote!!)  Annie Morris, who makes this day possible.  Thanks also to all the senior pupils who 

volunteered and helped out on the day.  The igloo was a huge attraction and all loved it.  Over €4,500 was 

raised on the day and is really very much appreciated.   

 

 

Christmas Carol Service:  The annual Scoil Bhríde Carol Service was held in St. Bridig’s Church, The 

Curragh, on Tuesday 15th December 2015.  A wonderfully, spiritual and musical event was enjoyed by all.  

Our congratulations, again, to all the boys & girls for their singing and pageant presentation.  Huge thanks 

to all the teachers & staff involved in ensuring another great and moving Christmas night. 

 

 

St. Vincent de Paul:  The local St. Vincent de Paul group were delighted and astounded at the huge and 

generous response to the 6th class food appeal held in December.  We had to invite them back twice to 

collect all the food hamper.  Thank you to all who helped out for this worthy cause.  Congratulations to Ms. 

Cosgrove and all of 6th class for their work (including the wonderful posters!) which ensured many local 

families had a happier Christmas this year. 

 

 

Parents Association:  The vibrant, committed team of parents who work on your behalf as the Parents 

Association continue to meet, plan and organise events for the benefits of all at Scoil Bhríde. (See attached). 

 

 

Maths Support:  As part of our continued development and provision of Maths support for all classes, we 

are delighted that all required Maths equipment has now been purchased and is being used in all classrooms.  

To offer parents (who have paid for this equipment by their generous fundraising) an opportunity to view 

some of this equipment in use, we will have a ‘Maths open morning’ on Thursday 14th January between 

11 am – 12pm.  Numicon can be observed in Ms. Kavanagh’s Junior Infant room.  Other equipment can 



also be observed in Ms. Chute’s room, Mr. Dempsey’s room, Ms. Ryan’s & Mrs. Doolan’s room.  All 

parents are welcome to come along on this morning.  Because of the fundraising event held this has been the 

first time that we have been able to begin to fully resource each classroom with Maths equipment.  As class 

sizes vary and we sometimes have more than one of each class grouping, we will continue to need to add to 

this bulk of resources. 

 

 

Thousandaire funds:  As outlined above the bulk of the thousandaire funds are being allocated to Maths 

equipment but also to Arts & Crafts resources per classroom (€200 x 15) and to the continuous need to 

resource and upgrade our I.T. equipment.  A visiting primary science specialist is also booked to come for a 

day and work with classes delivering an engineering programme which will allow the children to explore 

and work on forces, energy and design and make skills in science.  This day is also being funded by the 

Parents Association (€250). 

 

 

St. Brigid’s Day:  St. Brigid’s Day is 1st February and each year we celebrate our patron saints day in a 

number of ways.  Weather permitting, on Monday 1st February, we will take the children to visit St. 

Brigid’s Well in Tully, Kildare (beside the National Stud).  All children will be bussed to and from the well 

where we sing songs, tell stories and say prayers.  We also make the traditional St. Brigid’s crosses with and 

for the children.  (Pat Finnerty, retired teacher of Scoil Bhríde visits each year to make the crosses and tell 

the story to the younger children, and help the senior pupils to make their own crosses).  The St. Brigid’s 

cross is part of our Scoil Bhríde crest on all uniforms. 

 

 

Staff Meeting:  To facilitate a staff meeting on Tuesday 12th January (3 – 5 pm), all senior pupils will be 

dismissed at 2.45 p.m. 

 

 

New Primary Language Curriculum:  The NCCA (National Council for Curriculum & Assessment) have 

been working on a new primary language curriculum which will be introduced into schools by a phased 

process from September 2016.  The new curriculum is still in the draft phase but by logging into the NCCA 

website you will find parent guidelines and information on this and all curricular areas.  The ‘Aistear’ 

programme (learning & developing language through play) has been introduced in our infant classes this 

year successfully and will be an invaluable tool/methodology to promote the new language curriculum.  

Thanks to all parents who continue to support the infant teachers in engaging in the ‘Aistear’ programme by 

sending in toys and items for the various themed events involved. 

 

 

Healthy Lifestyle:  Our Healthy Lifestyle Committee will be holding a meeting next Friday 15th January at 

2.30 p.m. in the staff room.   We need new members for the rest of this school year.  If you are interested 

and willing to help out, please come along. 

 

 
Nut-Free Zone:  Scoil Bhríde is and must be a nut-free zone for the health & safety of a number of children 

who have severe nut allergies.  The parents of these children and all at Scoil Bhríde thank all who co-

operate and support this.  Please be reminded that when you, or especially someone who may not normally 

make your child’s lunch, is doing so to keep in mind not to include any products with nuts or nut traces.  For 

senior pupils who sometimes make their own lunches, please also make sure they don’t forget!  Thanking 

you as always. 

 



Peace-Proms:  The school choir will take part in the Peace Proms concert on Saturday 6th February at 

8pm in the RDS, Ballsbridge, Dublin.  We wish Ms. Ryan and the children every success. 

 

 

Music Lessons:  Violin & Piano lessons will be available from 1st – 6th classes after school in Scoil Bhríde.  

(Individual piano lessons and individual/group violin lesson)s.  Time & day to be confirmed.  Any one 

interested can contact Emily Murphy on 085-1184424 for more information. 

 

 

Parking:  Please be mindful as always of minding your children as you drop and pick them up each day. 

• Remember the set-down area is for that only.  NO PARKING in this area. 

• Please DO NOT stop/park(!!) on pedestrian crossing in GAA car park.  This crossing must be kept 

clear at all times for the children to safely walk to their cars. 

• There is a walkway around the car park so that children do not need to cross the car park.  Please be 

mindful when parking of not reversing onto walkway – keep it clear of cars at all times. 

 

 

Thank you for your continued co-operation as we endeavour to provide a safe access for your children to 

and from school. 

 

Quote of the Month 

 

“When teachers do their thing 

And pupils do their thing 

Great things happen!!” 

 

Le gach dea-ghui 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Kate Gallagher 


